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MAFINGA TOWN COUNCIL
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 315" DECEMBER 2019

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL

The Council has the pleasure of presenting the report together with the financial statements for the year ended
31% December, 2020 which disclose the sources, utilization and balances of cash for Mafinga Town Council
during the period under review.

Background and Location of the Council

1 Background

Mafinga District is one of the nine districts of Muchinga Province named after the Mafinga Hills and
it was created from the former Isoka East Constituency by his Excellency Former President of
Zambia Mr Rupiah Banda on 27th March, 2011 and all the stakeholders of the district resolved to
establish the District Administration Offices at Thendele in Mwenechifungwe Chiefdom. This
creation was meant to bring development closer to the people of Isoka East who travelled long
distances to access services in Isoka.

Mafinga is a scenic and vibrant district with a wealth of natural beauty, a moderate economy, a unique
cultural and linguistic mix and a high quality of life. Mafinga is a cosmopolitan metropolis of
residents. The District now comprises 4,134 square kilometres spanning 154 kilometres from east to
west and about 1,134km from Lusaka, the capital city of Zambia.

The Council is located in about 250 Km North-East of Chinsali the provincial capital of Muchinga
Province of Zambia and 130 Km East of Isoka Town along the Isoka — Muyombe Road. The Districts
also borders with Chama district to the South and Malawi to the Eastern side, it is situated between
longitude 32°, 29° and 33°, 50° East and Latitude 9°, 45° and 10°, 49°, 2° South. Nearly 90 per cent
of the District is rural.

1.2 GEOPHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

1.2.1 Vegetation

Mafinga is quite rich in vegetation and has rich loam soil in almost all its areas. However, in the
Luangwa valley, there are thick woodlands and mixed grassland, which is characterized with
miombo, Mopani, Mukula and mukwa trees. These have been used in timber production. In addition,
some parts of the valley have a type of Mopani trees, which have thorny shrubs. Mafinga has also a
lot of seasonal streams with bamboos as a common feature while in grasslands; there is a mixture of
bamboos, tall (elephant) and short grasses.

1.2.2 Hydrology

Mafinga is home to one of Zambias major rivers- Luangwa whose source is in the Mafinga Hills near
the border with Malawi. The source of the Luangwa river is right on top of the Mafinga Mountain’
though accessible, it takes several hours of mountain climbing to get to the source which provides
would be tourists with an exciting challenge to reach the summit. The Luangwa River is heavily
dependent on several tributaries that feeds into it. Key among the tributaries is Nthonga and Msipizi
rivers which form part of the headstreams of the greater Luangwa. Overall, the Luangwa River
provides a great lifeline for both wildlife and humans downstream covering seven districts in Eastern
Province namely Chasefu, Lundazi, Lumezi, Chipangali, Mfuwe, Lusangazi and Nyimba.

Aside of the Luangwa River, the district has various perennial rivers and streams such as Nthonga,
Msipizi, Nsami, Mululu, Kalanga, Vumbo, Thendele and Bemba river to mention but a little, these
water sources are primarily used for grazing and gardening. As the district develops, some rivers
such as Kalanga and Thendele have great potential for damming to provide safe drinking water for
the township taking shape at Thendele, the district headquarters and at Muyombe Sub centre.
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1.2.3 Climate
Between 2007 and 2010, the recorded rainfall pattern recorded ranged from 838.1mm to 974.0mm.

The 2008/2009 rain season recorded the highest rainfall of 974.0mm with a total of 84 rainy days. In
the coolest months of May to July, the temperature goes as low as 6.5 Degrees Celsius, while in the
hot season; it goes up to 35.9 Degrees Celsius.

1.2.4 Physiography

Mafinga District is mainly mountainous, but can be classified into three physiographical zones. These

are

e The plateau East of Muchinga Escarpment
e The Luangwa Valley.
e Hilly and flat land.

The Mafinga Mountains appear as a massif, albeit not as large as those of the Nyika and Mt Mulanje,
and rise abruptly some 500~700 m above the surrounding plains of the Mid-Tertiary erosion surface
dominates the mainstay of the district’s physical features. The metamorphosed rocks belong to the
Mafinga System and are composed of quartzites, phyllites and feldspathic sandstones of sedimentary
origin. Owing to the steep dips of the quartzite that forms the upper parts, the slopes here are very
steep and frequently precipitous. About 32 km in length and running north-north-west and south-
south-east, the relatively narrow plateau is dissected by deep ravines. Towards the south the massif
splits into several parallel ridges, with transverse ridges at each end. The international boundary
between Malawi and Zambia follows the watershed on the eastern side, with drainage into the Upper
Lufira River on the Malawi side and into the Luangwa River.

Above ¢.1500 m is the plateau which is on top of the Mafinga Mountains and covers around 120 km2
in extent (calculated from Google Earth), while suggests 42 km? in Malawi gives 130 km? for Zambia.
The CEPF description of the Mafingas Key Biodiversity Area shows the area as being 187.2 km2 in
extent, but the boundary appears to be rather simplistically defined, possibly incorporating just the
Forest Reserves in Zambia and Malawi. For unknown reasons, the actual Eastern Afromontane
Hotspot boundary differs significantly from that of the KBA, presumably in error.

The flat and undulating plateau is mostly at an altitude of 2100 to 2200 m, with peaks along the
international border reaching 2330 m. The highest point indicated on published maps appears to be
just over 7600 ft (2316 m) on the Zambia 1: 50,000 scale map series, or 7750 ft, (2362 m) on the 1:
250,000 series, but a GPS reading taken at what appears to be one of the highest points was 2330 m.
Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mafinga_Hills) gives the highest point as Mafinga Central
at 2339 m altitude and this point is in Mafinga District.

1.2.5 Agriculture

Mafinga District is the granary of Muchinga Province. The District produces beans, maize, soya
beans and Millet. The district is known for producing a variety of beans known as Muyombe beans
which is renowned for cooking fast and has a particular unique test. The Maize and Beans produced
in the district has great market across the national and international borders. Owing to a number of
rivers and streams crisscrossing the district, there remains great potential for fruit farming especially
citrus fruits.
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In the whole Muchinga Province, the district has the highest number of cattle. Although the breed is
generally resistant to diseases, improved breeds would help in upping the quality of beef and Milk.

1.2.6 Population Size

According to the 2010 Census of Population and Housing, the district had a population of 65,969
(32, 035 Male and 33,934 Female) people with an annual population growth rate of 5.1 Percent and
in 2019 it is projected to be at 103,220 people of which 50,124 are male (representing 48.56%), while
53,096 are female (representing 51.44%). The district has a total number of 12,648 households and
a population density of 16.0 persons per square km.

Table 2.0 Projected Population Compositions in Mafinga

1.2.7 Traditional Leadership

Mafinga has three (3) Chiefdoms namely Mwenechifungwe, Muyombe and Mwenewisi.
Mwenechifunge Chiefdom houses the district headquarters situated at Thendele. Mwenechifungwe
Chiefdom is home to the Fungwe and Nyika people and accommodates the district headquarters at
Thendele surrounded by Mukutu and mafinga Mountains.Muyombe Chiefdom is the south easterly
side of the district and shares a long boarder with the boundary with Malawi. The Chiefdom is home
to the Yombe people, a distinctive dialect of tumbuka. Mwenewisi Chiefdom is located in the Valley
and is home to Lambia people and houses the Luangwa River. The Chiefdom shares the boundary
with Isoka district to the west, Nakonde to the North and Malawi to the east.

1.2.8 Traditional Ceremonies

All the three chiefdoms hold traditional ceremonies which are attended by a cross section of society.
The ceremonies are held at particular venues and at various times and occasions as can be seen by
the table below.

SN | NAME OF CHIEFDOM | NAME OF CEREMONY MONTH
1 Muyombe Vinkhankhanimba August

2 Mwenechifunge Chambo Cha Lutanga September
3 Mwenewisi Chikungu October

The address of the registered office of Mafinga Town Council (MTC) is as follows:

The Civic Centre
Muyombe Road
P O Box 440112
MAFINGA
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Composition of the Council
Mafinga Town Council is a body corporate established under Article 152 of the Constitution of Zambia

(Amendment) Act No.2 of 2016 and Section 6 of the Local Government Act No 2 of 2019. As a Local
Authority, the Mafinga Council administers the Mafinga District.

The Council is composed of an elected Council Chairman, eleven (11) elected Councillors from eleven (11)
Wards, and three (3) Chiefs as provided for under Article 153 (2) (c) of the Constitution of Zambia
(Amendment) Act No.2 of 2016. The current Council was elected to office in 2016 to serve a five year term
up to 2021. The Deputy Council Chairman was elected from among the Councillors in 2019 for the period of

two and half years.

The Councillors who held office during the year were:

1 Binwel Kalikeni Muwowo Male Council Chairman Not applicable
2 Shadrick Singogo Male Vice Chairman Mukutu

3 Alice Nakamba Female Councillor Ntonga

4 Maureen Mfune Female Councillor Luhoka

5 Kafunda Samson Male Councillor Kalanga

6 Munkondya Geofrey Male Councillor Bemba

7 Mugala Pestson Male Councillor Mululu

8 Munthali Hamilton Male Vice Chairman Mahobe

9 Musukwa Austin Male Councillor Thendele

10 Singogo Brian Male Councillor Kakoma

11 Kaonga Estone Male Councillor Musipizi

12 Chilongo Hestone Male Councillor Mafinga
13 Wilson Ng'ambi Male Chief Chifungwe Not applicable
14 Abraham Muwowo Male Chief Muyombe Not applicable
15 Blackson Mulambia Male Chief Mwenewisi Not applicable

The District also has one (1) elected Member of Parliament for Mafinga constituency. The Member of
Parliament that held office during the year was:

S/N NAME GENDER CONSTITUENCY
1 Hon. Jacob Siwale Male Mafinga

The affairs of Central Government in the district are coordinated by the District Commissioner. During the
year under review Ms. Vivian Namwai and Mr. Godwin M. Singogo served as the District Commissioners for

Mafinga District.

The Council Secretariat
The Secretariat of Mafinga Town Council is headed by the Council Secretary. The Council Secretary and the

rest of the Secretariat are appointed by the Local Government Service Commission.

The Council Secretary is assisted by four (4) Chief Officers responsible for Finance, Planning, Works, Human
Resource and Administration and two (2) units namely Procurement and Internal Audit.
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Functions of the Council

The main function of the Council is the delivery of local public goods and services to the people in the District
and discharge all or any of the functions set out in Article 147 (2) (c) of the Constitution of Zambia
(Amendments) Act No.2 of 2016 and First Schedule of the Local Government Act No. 2 of 2019 which
include, among others, power to make By-Laws, power to make regulations, imposition of levies, fees and
charges and to formulate local policies to promote, guide and regulate development in the district through
various relevant departments of the Council.

Financial Results

2019 2018

Kwacha Kwacha

Cash Receipts 7,576,190 9,080,372
Payments 9,522,436 8,931,968
Increase in Cash and Cash Equivalents - 1,946,246 148,404

Key Policies Adopted During the Year

The Council adopted the following policies during the year:
e The Asset Revaluation Policy

e Capitalization Policy

Related Party Transactions
There were no related party transactions during the financial year.

Property, Plant and Equipment
The Council purchased property, plant and equipment amounting to K1,425,858 the Council did not receive
equipment from the Government.

No property, plant and equipment were disposed of during the year.

Intangible Assets
There were no purchases of intangible assets during the year.

Employees
The average number of employees during the year was 87 the total amount spent on employees’ remuneration
and welfare during the year was K5,002,884

Health and Safety of Employees

The Council is aware of its responsibilities regarding the safety and health of employees as prescribed in the
Occupational, Health and Safety Act No.36 of 2010 and took appropriate measures to safeguard their safety
and health.

Recreation

The Council during the financial year incurred K150,433.24 towards sponsoring our football team.
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Corporate Social Responsibility

The Council made donations during the year amounting to K20,500 towards the support of various socially
responsible causes.

Auditors

In line with Article 250 of the Constitution of Zambia (Amendment) Act No.2 of 2016 and Section 44(2) of
the Local Government Act No. 2 of 2019, the Council is audited by the Auditor-General.

By order of the Council.

Signature: /V
Name: Duncan Kaonga
Position: Council Chairperson
Date: gl l D )‘/_’:.L,Z)Q-
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